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CARES Act, Community Contribution funds support Harrisonburg

HARRISONBURG, Va. — As the 2020-2021 fiscal year draws to a close this
month, the City of Harrisonburg is looking at ways City taxpayer funds and COM M UN ITY

federal grants have been used to support our community — especially as it CONTRIBUTIONS
relates to the COVID-19 pandemic.
IMPACT

City officials approved $430,000 in spring 2020 to support 27 local
nonprofits and those they serve through the Community Contributions
program. The long-running effort provides opportunity for qualified s /A 3 o ’ o o o
nonprofits that deliver services to Harrisonburg residents to receive

funding from the City. City staff review all applications, making AWARDED
recommendations to the Harrisonburg City Council, which ultimately
awards funds through the City’s budget.

27 NON-PROFITS

Funding in 2020-2021 supported myriad programs and more than 39,000
people in the Harrisonburg-Rockingham area. Services provided included s U P po RTED

the arts, youth mentoring, legal advice and counsel for low-income
residents, child advocacy and support, support for survivors of sexual 2 o 93
violence and domestic violence, mediation education and restorative 96

justice, childcare for community families, temporary homeless sheltering HARRISONBURG

and rehousing assistance, integration and cultural connection, equal access

to educational opportunities, food provision and care services for the RE SI DEN Ts
homeless, independent living support and services for adults with s ERVED
intellectual and developmental disabilities, repair services for low-income

homeowners, service provision for the elderly, and transportation

assistance for low-income individuals. 39’188

“The work of these nonprofits is vital for our community, and we are TOTA L PE o PLE

grateful for the opportunity to support these important organizations who HELPED
do so much for our residents,” Harrisonburg City Manager Eric D. Campbell,
who makes the final funding recommendation to City Council, said.

The impact of the funding is wide-ranging. For example:

e Mercy House, which works to combat poverty and homelessness in Harrisonburg, used funding to create a new
position that secured permanent housing for 116 individuals who were previously homeless.

e Skyline Literacy, which seeks to enhance adult literacy to increase self-sufficiency, used funding to provide English,
citizenship and basic literacy education for 178 Harrisonburg residents.



e The Arc, which supports those with intellectual and developmental disabilities, provided more than 9,100 pounds
of food to more than 900 individuals facing food insecurity using funding the organization received. They also
created a virtual community engagement program to provide opportunities for those they serve to interact with
community members.

e Many more examples are available at www.harrisonburgva.gov/financial-contribution-request.

Additionally, the City received funding through the federal CARES Act in 2020, using much of those funds to support
individuals and businesses in Harrisonburg struggling due to the pandemic. Nearly $3 million in grants were provided.

e More than $1.3 million went to 39 local nonprofits, supporting 800 employees and more than 8,700 residents.
More than $1 million went to 180 local businesses through 317 small business grants.

$500,000 went toward rent or mortgage relief to support more than 70 households.

More than $110,000 provided homelessness assistance throughout the community.

$100,000 was set aside for utility assistance for nearly 200 homes.

Food assistance went out to more than 2,700 residents.

In addition to supporting nonprofits with operating and

interruption of services costs, grants were provided in the HARRISONBURG CARES GRANTS
areas of childcare, arts and culture assistance, health clinic WENT TO PROJECTS SUCH AS:

support, mental health support and more.

ASSISTANCE TO 39 LOCAL GRANTS FOR
NONPROFITS SUPPORTED CHILDCARE
Recipients informed City officials of how these funds would 800 EMPLOYEES AND MORE

THAN 8,700 RESIDENTS

support our community.

e Our Community Place, which supports individuals who

are hgmeless and those. with other adverse TOTAL. $319,128
experiences, served an increased number of hot meals

across five different locations, serving a total of 22,474 RENT/MORTGAGE
meals in 2020. TOTAL: $1,307,520 RELIEF SUPPORT TO

73 HOUSEHOLDS

317 [
e The Arts Council of the Valley was able to award 10 GRANTS A
| __WE'RE OPEN! |

grants of $1,500 to artists and arts nonprofits SUI;rF?ORT
experiencing financial setbacks due to COVID-19. 180 -
LOCAL TOTAL: $500,000
. . . . SHOPS —
e Blue Ridge Legal Services provided legal assistance to TOTAL: $1,075,700 | HOMELESSNESS
36 additional Harrisonburg households facing civil legal FOoOD UTILITY A SEANeE
problems as a direct result of the pandemic. ASSISTANCE ASSISTANCE *
% *
More information on how CARES Act grants were ‘

provided to the Harrisonburg community is available FOR 2,727 SIO0,000 FOR
TOTAL: $110,963
at www.harrisonburgva.gov/non-profit-cares-act. R e HOMES IR e

The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to almost 55,000 people. More
information about the City of Harrisonburg is online at www.HarrisonburgVA.qgov.
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